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Specification 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Image Sensing Apparatus and method of focusing and 
enlarging/reducing the in- focus image data on a display device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, pubHshed under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kaji et al. (US 
PG-PUB# 2002/0018136). 

[Claim 1] 

Kaji teaches an image sensing apparatus (figure 30) having an image sensing unit (figure 30: 
103) for sensing the image of a subject via a focusing lens (figure 30: 101) and outputting a 
video signal representing the image of the subject formed on a photoreceptor surface (Paragraph 
154 lines 9-12), a focus control unit (figure 30: 115 and 116) for controlling the focusing lens in 
such a manner that an image within a focusing zone is focused on the photoreceptor surface 
(Paragraph 154 lines 36-43), and a first display device for displaying the image of the subject 
(figure 30: 122 represents the EVP and figure 31A represents the first display device), which is 
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for confirming angle of view (Figures 11-15, Paragraphs 91-97 teach the enlargement position 
input device 120 shown in figure 30 confirming the angle of view of an in-focus image), 
represented by the video signal output fi"om the image sensing unit (figure 31 A), said apparatus 
comprising: 

an enlargement unit (figure 30: 107) for applying enlargement processing to the video signal, 
which has been output from the image sensing unit, in such a manner that an in-focus 
confirmation image, which corresponds to the focusing zone, in the image of the subject for 
confirming angle of view is enlarged in comparison with the image of the subject for confirming 
the angle of view (Paragraphs 171, 172, figures 31A and 31B); and 
a second display device for displaying the in-focus confirmation image enlarged by said 
enlargement unit (figure 3 IB represents the second display device and displays the in-focus 
image enlarged by the enlargement unit 107). 
[Claim 2] 

The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said first and second display devices are the same 
(Figures 31 A and 3 IB correspond to the same display device, EVF 122). 
[Claim 3] 

The apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising a first display controller (figure 30: 110) 
for exercising control in such a manner that the enlarged in-focus confirmation image is 
displayed on the image for confirming angle of view (Figure 3 IB shows an enlarged in-focus 
confirmation image whose angle of view is confirmed by the enlargement position input device 
120 as explained in Figures 1 1-15, Paragraphs 91-97). 
[Claim 4] 
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The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein capture of the image for confirming angle of view 
and capture of the enlarged in- focus confirmation image may be performed one after the other or 
simultaneously in terms of time [Figure 33 step S703 teaches a predetermined amount of wait 
time]. 
[Claim 6] 

The apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising a first changing unit for changing at least 
one of position of the focusing zone and enlargement rate of enlargement processing performed 
by said enlargement unit (Paragraphs 195-196). 
[Claim 7] 

The apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising a second changing unit for changing at 
least one of display position and size of the in-focus confirmation image (Paragraphs 195-196). 
[Claim 8] 

Claim 8 is a method claim corresponding to the apparatus claim 1 . Therefore claim 8 has been 
analyzed and rejected based upon the apparatus claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kaji et al. (US PG- 
PUB # 2002/0018136) in view of Suzuki (US Patent # 6,1 1 1,605). 

[Claim 5] 
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Kaji et al. teaches a display controller for displaying the enlarged in-focus confirmation image on 
said second display device and a recording controller for exercising control to record the video 
signal output from the image sensing device on a recording medium but fails to teach a two- 
stage-stroke-type shutter-release button, a second display controller for displaying the enlarged 
in-focus confirmation image on said second display device in response to pressing of the shutter- 
release button through a first stage of its stroke and a recording controller for exercising control 
in response to pressing of the shutter-release button through a second stage of its stroke so as to 
record the video signal output from the image sensing device on a recording medium. 

However Suzuki teaches a two-stage-stroke-type shutter-release button (figure 14 A: 
1406), a second display controller (figure 13: 1 13) for displaying the enlarged in-focus 
confirmation image on said second display device in response to pressing of the shutter-release 
button through a first stage of its stroke (col. 18 lines 50-55) and a recording controller (figure 
13: 1 10) for exercising control in response to pressing of the shutter-release button through a 
second stage of its stroke so as to record the video signal output from the image sensing device 
on a recording medium (col. 18 lines 51-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
to have been motivated to have a two-stage-stroke-type shutter-release button incorporated into 
the camera of Kaji with a second display controller for displaying the enlarged in-focus 
confirmation image on said second display device in response to pressing of the shutter-release 
button through a first stage of its stroke and a recording controller for exercising control in 
response to pressing of the shutter-release button through a second stage of its stroke so as to 
record the video signal output from the image sensing device on a recording medium. The 
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benefit of doing so would be so that the user can verify the image before it is recorded into the 
recording medium. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K Aggarwal whose telephone number is (703) 305-0346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's primary 
examiner, Ngoc Yen Vu can be reached on (703) 305-4946. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



YKA 

May 19, 2004 




